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SUBJECT: Child Abuse Prevention Month - April 2014

The Department of Defense joins the nation in the annual observance of Child Abuse
Prevention Month. The Department is committed to preventing child abuse, a complex public
health problem that affects military and civilian communities alike. Safe, strong, and connected
families contribute to the readiness of the force and our quality of life.

Increased rates of child neglect and abuse in military families have raised both internal
and Congressional concern. Personnel and Readiness has embarked on a comprehensive review
by a multidisciplinary working group to ensure the Department is executing the most effective
and coordinated approaches for strengthening families and protecting our children. In fact, this
review has reinforced the absolute necessity of being proactive in preventing such mistreatment
of these most vulnerable members of the military community.

Abuse and neglect are preventable when all community members demonstrate “social
courage”: the ability to recognize when our children are at risk and take the initiative to protect
them. We all must reinforce that the safety and well-being of our children is a shared community
responsibility. It may only take a minute to recognize a child in need, reach out to a parent under
stress, or report suspected abuse.

During April, each Service’s Family Advocacy Program sponsors installation events to
celebrate children, educate the community, and connect families to helpful resources. I urge you
to support these outreach events and help us raise awareness for this vital issue. Prevention of
child abuse and neglect is everyone’s business.
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