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Background
The Armed Forces Retirement Home is a one-of-a-kind, independent federal agency established to care for veterans. Campuses are located in Washington, D.C., and Gulfport, Mississippi.
History
1831 – Navy establishes home in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
1851 – Army establishes home in Washington, D.C.
1976 – Naval Home moves to Gulfport, Mississippi.
1991 – Armed Forces Retirement Home Act, Title XV of the National Defense Authorization Act combines Gulfport and Washington, D.C., locations.
2002 – The National Defense Authorization Act creates leadership structure with the chief operating officer responsible for overall management and the Department of Defense providing oversight through the Office of the Under Secretary for Personnel and Readiness.
Levels of care
Independent living – Residents are on their own and at liberty to move on and off campus as needed and travel out of town.
Independent living plus – Residents receive in-home assistance as needed while enjoying activities in the safety and comfort of their homes.
Assisted living – Residents live in a designated area, receiving care and dining as a group and individual support for certain daily functions such as bathing, dressing, eating and exercising.
Long-term care and memory support – Residents receive full assistance with daily activities. Those with memory problems, dementia or Alzheimer’s disease receive carefully monitored nursing with special focus on retaining cognitive skills. Each resident is eligible regardless of financial ability.


Eligibility
Veterans must be at least 50 percent active-duty service as enlisted, free of drug, alcohol and significant psychiatric problems and either retired with 20 years of active-duty service and at least 60 years old, unable to earn a living due to service-related disability or unable to earn a living due to a non-service related disability, yet served in a war theater. Additionally, women who served before June 12, 1948, are eligible.
Additional information
Armed Forces Retirement Home: https://www.afrh.gov
Armed Forces Retirement Home facilities information: https://www.afrh.gov/sites/default/files/AFRH_Information_Paper.pdf
Military OneSource: http://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-and-legal/benefits
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