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Background
In February 2005, the Department of Defense issued policy requiring the services to establish domestic abuse victim advocacy programs to address the safety, support and referral needs of domestic abuse victims.
Program highlights
Victim advocacy services are offered to victims of domestic abuse with the goal of ensuring that victims are actively involved in all aspects of their safety and service plans.
Victim advocates are available 24 hours a day through personal or telephonic contact to provide:
Assessment of safety and assistance developing a safety plan to prevent 
further abuse
Assessment of medical needs and referral to medical care
Information about the installation’s response to a report of domestic abuse, including information about what commanders can do to protect and assist victims under the military disciplinary system
Information about obtaining and enforcing civilian and military protective orders
Appropriate rehabilitative and supportive services
Victim advocates are authorized to take a restricted report of domestic abuse from victims. Restricted reporting enables victims to access medical and victim advocacy services without command or law enforcement involvement. 
Department of Defense Instruction 6400.06, “Domestic Abuse Involving Department of Defense Military and Certain Affiliated Personnel,” discusses the role of the victim advocate in the coordinated community response to domestic abuse.


Eligibility
Adult victims of domestic abuse who are eligible for treatment in a military treatment facility are entitled to immediate and ongoing advocacy services. Victims who are not eligible for treatment in a military treatment facility are entitled to safety planning services and referred to civilian services for follow-on care.
Program availability
Victim advocacy services are available worldwide to victims of domestic abuse.
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