
Family Advocacy Program
Military Community and Family Policy
Background
The Family Advocacy Program is the congressionally designated program responsible for preventing and responding to child abuse and neglect and domestic abuse in military families. The program works with key military and civilian departments, including medical, law enforcement, legal, chaplains, child and youth, and social agencies, to promote a coordinated community response.
Program highlights
Commanders, senior leaders and key professionals are trained on abuse dynamics, available helping resources, and their designated roles and responsibilities in preventing or responding to incidents of family abuse. Designated professionals are required by law and regulation to report abuse and neglect of military children to the local child protection agency.
· The program aims to prevent abuse and rehabilitate families, without compromising safety, whenever possible. Prevention activities may be offered in coordination with military or civilian agencies and include community awareness campaigns, life skills training and education, counseling and support for couples and parents.
The New Parent Support Program offers home visits by experienced and caring professionals to help new military parents and their young families get off to a safe and healthy start.
Safety planning, advocacy and support are available 24/7 for domestic abuse victims. Victims may generally choose to make a restricted report, allowing access to confidential medical care and support services without involving command or law enforcement. 
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When abuse is reported, a thorough assessment is completed using a standard, objective Department of Defense process. When an incident meets DoD criteria for abuse, rehabilitative treatment and support services are generally provided for offenders and affected family members as appropriate.
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Cases that meet DoD criteria for abuse are entered into a central registry, which is used for purposes of victim safety, offender accountability and background checks for personnel seeking to care for military children and youth. 

Community-wide awareness campaigns are sponsored annually in conjunction with national Child Abuse Prevention Month and Domestic Violence Awareness Month observances. Education and outreach are available for command, units and the community year-round.
Eligibility
All active-duty members, activated National Guard and reserve members, and their families are eligible.
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The program is available at military installations worldwide. Local reporting and resource information are available from the installation Family Advocacy Program, Military One Source or MilitaryINSTALLATIONS (Installation Contacts).
Additional information
Military OneSource: www.militaryonesource.mil/health-and-wellness/family-violence
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