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Background
Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs are an integral part of the military pay and benefits package and ensure high quality, consistent community support. They promote active living and improve the quality of life of service members, their families and other eligible patrons. This comprehensive network of nearly 5,000 leisure and support programs is available both on and off military installations. 
Common Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs include fitness, aquatics, libraries and information services, park and picnic areas, social recreation, single service member programs, recreation centers, sports and athletics, community programs, tickets and leisure travel, outdoor recreation, marinas and boating, crafts and hobbies, bowling, golf, food and beverage services, movies and recreational equipment rental.
Programs are classified into three categories that determine how they are funded: mission-essential programs, community-support programs and revenue-generating programs. 
Program highlights
Category A – Mission-essential programs, funded almost entirely with appropriated funds, include fitness, sports, libraries, single service member programs and deployment support. Warfighter and family support programs are now approved as Morale, Welfare and Recreation activities at the Category A level at service discretion.
Category B – Community-support programs, funded significantly with appropriated funds, include outdoor recreation, recreation centers, leisure tours and travel, auto hobby, child and youth development programs and skills development programs.
Category C – Revenue-generating programs, funded almost entirely with nonappropriated funds, include food, beverage, entertainment, military clubs, golf courses, bowling centers, marinas and gaming machines.


Eligibility
Unlimited use of Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs and services is authorized to active-duty service members (Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard) and their families, reserves (Individual Ready Reserve, National Guard, reservists in training) and their families, cadets of service academies and U.S. Merchant Marine and their families, active-duty commissioned corps of the Public Health Service and commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, retirees from active duty and reserves and their families, honorably-discharged veterans with 100 percent disability and involuntarily-separated service members under the Transition Assistance Management Program and their families, Medal of Honor recipients and their families, Department of Defense and Coast Guard civilians stationed outside the United States and their families, unremarried surviving spouses and orphans of personnel who died on active duty or in retired status, and unremarried former spouses who were married to the service member for 20 years during active duty. 
Based on local demand and capacity, installation commanders may grant eligibility to Department of Defense civilians and families stationed inside the United States, Department of Defense contract personnel, other federal employees, guests and members of the general public and other categories.
Availability
Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs are available worldwide on military installations and online. 
Additional information
Military OneSource: http://www.militaryonesource.mil/on-and-off-base-living/recreation-and-travel
MilitaryINSTALLATIONS: http://www.militaryinstallations.dod.mil
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