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Background
The recreation centers within Morale, Welfare and Recreation provide directed and 
self-directed individual and group recreational activities specifically targeted to the Department of Defense community as a whole. The recreation centers allow service members, their families and eligible patrons to participate in a variety of social, competitive and educational activities. The programs offered at the recreation centers can be stand-alone, consolidated and integrated to best meet the needs of the communities they serve. 
Key points
Service delivery – Activities offered at recreation centers vary from installation to installation. Typically, these facilities include amenities such as computers with internet access, television and movie rooms, music rooms, classrooms and game rooms with video games, billiards, table games and table tennis. 
Funding – The funding category of recreation center activities varies depending on the target audience: 
Category A recreation center activities – Recreation centers offering activities with special emphasis on military personnel are classified as mission-sustaining programs (Category A) and supported almost entirely with appropriated funds. 
Category B recreation center activities – Recreation centers offering activities with special emphasis on service members and their families are classified as community-support programs (Category B) and funded through a combination of appropriated and nonappropriated funds but primarily through appropriated funds. 
Category C recreation center activities – Food and beverage activities offered within a recreation center are classified as revenue-generating programs (Category C) and are funded predominantly through nonappropriated funds. 


Eligibility
Unlimited use of Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs and services is authorized to active-duty service members (Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard) and their families, reserves (Individual Ready Reserve, National Guard, reservists in training) and their families, cadets of service academies and U.S. Merchant Marine and their families, active-duty commissioned corps of the Public Health Service and commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, retirees from active duty and reserves and their families, honorably-discharged veterans with 100 percent disability and involuntarily-separated service members under the Transition Assistance Management Program and their families, Medal of Honor recipients and their families, Department of Defense and Coast Guard civilians stationed outside the United States and their families, unremarried surviving spouses and orphans of personnel who died on active duty or in retired status, and unremarried former spouses who were married to the service member for 20 years during active duty. 
Based on local demand and capacity, installation commanders may grant eligibility to Department of Defense civilians and families stationed inside the United States, Department of Defense contract personnel, other federal employees, guests and members of the general public and other categories.
Availability
Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs are available worldwide on military installations and online.
Additional information
Military OneSource: http://www.militaryonesource.mil/on-and-off-base-living/recreation-and-travel
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