
FY 2010 National Defense Authorization Act
Section 563

Pub. Law No 111-84



We know the system.  We can help.

Exceptional Family Member 
Program

• A family support program for military families 
with special needs

• Special needs –
– chronic medical condition 
– child in special education/early intervention 

program
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Enrollment in the EFMP

• Mandatory for active duty service members
• Identifies the family member with a special medical or 

educational need
• Documents their needs
• Coordinates with the receiving command that the services are 

available
• Recommends to Personnel Command whether the family 

member should travel to that location.
• Requires assignment to locations where care and support  are 

available
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Landmark Legislation

• Established a new Department of Defense office:

Office of Community Support for 
Military Families with Special Needs

• Requires this Office to develop a new policy

• Requires the Military Services to provide community 
support to military families with special needs

• Applies to service members regardless of location 
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DoD Requirements

• Identify gaps in services
• Address the gaps
• Oversee the expansion of case management
• Oversee the EFMP enrollment and assignment 

coordination process
– Expand EFMP assignment coordination to include to and 

within the US

• Monitor availability and accessibility of non-Military 
programs (e.g., special education, Medicaid, SSI)
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Stabilization

• Requires stabilization of assignment for a minimum 
of four years.

“In a manner consistent with the needs of the armed 
forces and responsive to the career development of 

Service members”



We know the system.  We can help.

Communication with 
Families

• Enhance and disseminate appropriate 
information

• Establish capability to provide timely access 
to information and referral services
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Service Responsibilities

• Establish a community support program in all 
locations with military families, to include:
– case management for military families with special 

needs

• Establish an infrastructure to support 
installation efforts, including training
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Service Progress

• Army – EFMP managers at most installations, multiples  

at larger locations

• USMC – EFMP managers, case workers, education and

training specialists, and three attorneys

• Navy – EFMP liaisons at five high concentration areas, 

hope to expand to all installations by October 2010, 
using school liaisons for educational issues

• Air Force – EFMP as a collateral duty
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Current Status

• NDAA authorized $50M for FY 2010, but funding was not 
appropriated

• Unofficially stood-up the Office
– Assigned/hired five staff

- Package to officially stand-up office in coordination

• Providing Services funding for a limited number of EFMP 
coordinators in 2010 and 2011

• MC&FP will POM for FY 2012.
• Working with the Services on projects that will benefit 

families with special needs
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The Way Ahead

• Officially Stand-up Office
• Joint service site visits in the DC area - May
• EFMP Off Site – June 10-11
• Benchmark Study
• Functional Analysis of data management systems
• Study of availability/accessibility of Medicaid 
• Study of accessibility to children and youth services
• Establish a mechanism to involve families with special needs
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Joint Service Working Group

• In April 2009, OSD convened a Joint Service 
working group to identify issues for military families 
with special needs.  The WG:

– Developed a communication plan to inform families about 
the EFMP

– Planned and conducted a joint service training conference 
(November 2009)

– Is currently working on an EFMP Implementation Guide 
and eLearning modules for EFMP families
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Joint Service Working Group

• Rebecca Posante, OSD 

• Isabel Hodge, OSD

• Lorie Sebestyen, OSD

• Susan Johnson, Army (M&RA)

• Vickie LaFollette, IMCOM, Army

• Sharon Fields, EFMP Manager, 
HQ, Army

• Evonne Carawan, Navy (M&RA)

• Fred Davis, CNIC, Navy

• Rhondavena LaPorte, HQ, USMC

• Linda Stephens-Jones, Air Force, 
(M&RA)

• Teresa Barrow, HQ USAF

• Kelly Hruska, NMFA

• Cyndy Brissenden, Military 
OneSource

• Francine Forestell, TMA
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Military OneSource Partnership

• www.militaryonesource.com/specialneeds
• Specialty consultations – up to 12 per year

– Consultants with professional training and 
background in special needs

– Consultants who also have a family member with 
a special need

http://www.militaryonesource.com/specialneeds�


• Discovering child has a disability

• Early Intervention Services

• Special Education

• Health Benefits

• Families in Transition

• Advocating for your child

• Resources and Support

• Records and other tools

Parent Toolkit

AVAILABLE THROUGH MILITARYONESOURCE.COM/1-800-342-9647



Facilitators Guide

• Professionally developed
• Training Materials
• For the Parent Toolkit
• Available from Military 

Homefront

www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil
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SCOR for Children
• Tracks and organizes 

medical information/ 
special education

• Available on a CD
• Provided in a three ring 

binder
• Inserts for business 

cards, records and 
receipts

AVAILABLE THROUGH MILITARYONESOURCE.COM/1-800-342-9647
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Accessible Playgrounds

• Forty military installations around the world 
are building accessible playgrounds for 
children with disabilities and for wounded 
warriors

• Renovating additional playgrounds at DoD 
schools to be accessible
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Playgrounds

• Kaiserslautern
• Grafenwoehr 
• Fort Gordon 
• Fort Polk 
• Fort Sill 
• Fort Bragg
• Fort Lewis
• Fort Bliss
• Fort Stewart
• Fort Carson 
• Fort Benning 
• Fort Sam Houston 
• Fort Belvoir
• Fort Riley

• Fort Drum
• Fort Lee
• Fort Campbell
• Fort Knox
• Fort Meade
• Fort Hood
• NAB San Diego
• NAS Oceana
• NAS Jacksonville
• NAVSTA Pearl Harbor
• NDW Anacostia
• NSA  Naples
• NAS Sigonella

• MCB Quantico 
• MCB Camp Pendleton
• MCAS Cherry Point
• MCAS Miramar
• MCB Camp Lejeune
• Andrews AFB
• Lackland AFB
• Travis AFB
• Wright-Patterson AFB
• Nellis AFB
• Aviano AB
• RAF Lakenheath
• Kadena AB
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Questions
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