Current Research Projects in Military Community & Family Policy
Sec 571 Report- Impact of Deployment on Children

Key Partner:  University of Arizona

· The Secretary of Defense shall undertake a comprehensive assessment of the impacts of military deployment on the dependent children of deployed members of the Armed Forces.

· Report- Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report containing the results of the assessment undertaken under subsection (a), including the findings and recommendations of the Secretary as a result of the assessment.
Sec 569 Report- Impact of Domestic Violence on Military Families
Key Partner: Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences (USUHS)

· Assessment of the impact of domestic violence on children in military families and information on progress being made to ensure that children in military families receive adequate care and services when exposed to domestic violence.
· To assess the impact of domestic violence in military families on the children of such families researchers will:

· (1) comprehensively review the findings of the impact of domestic violence on civilian and military children from any relevant civilian and military studies.  
· 2) compare the health and mental health records of children in military families with substantiated domestic violence to those of children in military families without substantiated domestic violence but with substantiated child maltreatment and to those of a group of demographically matched children in military families not known to have experienced any type of domestic violence or child maltreatment to ascertain if there is any impact from domestic violence and if so, whether there are similarities or differences in the impacts between the three groups.

Sec 521 Report- Assessment of the Impact of the Utilization of Tuition Assistance on Enlisted Retention and Promotion
Key Partner: DMDC
· Assess the extent to which the program (Tuition Assistance) affects retention rates and the rate at which Service members are promoted.  As part of this study, the researchers will analyze data from each of the Services – Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force.  
· Link individual Service members use of the tuition assistance program, historical rate of promotions, and retention rates.  
JFSAP Evaluation

Key Partner:  University of Georgia

· Identify and assess key metrics of the Joint Family Assistance Support Program.

2009 Autism Review, Phase I - Completed
Key Partners:  The Ohio State University & Johns Hopkins University

· Assess the availability of autism services in and around military installations.

· Conduct a review of the best practices in the United States of educational and treatment services for children with autism. 

· Recommend strategies for the Department of Defense to pursue in support of families with autistic children.


EFMP Autism Review Phase II

Key Partners:  The Ohio State University & Johns Hopkins University

· Extend current review to more fully meet Congressional mandate to additional states and to early childhood programs (currently only school-age focus)

EFMP Financial Impact & Medicaid Services Review

Key Partner:  West Virginia University Law School

· Study of financial impact on families who have children/spouses with disabilities including review of Medicaid services to determine services and unmet needs of military families with children with disabilities.

EFMP Benchmark Study

Key Partners:  Cornell University and University of Kansas

Providing Community Support to Military Families with Special Needs - 
· Section 563 of the NDAA requires DoD to establish a policy requiring the military services to provide community support to military families with special needs.  The law uses the language “case management” and requires that each family receive a case manager and an individual family plan.  Currently, two Services provide family support through EFMP, but in very different manners.  The other two Services provide a minimal level of support with support being a collateral duty.

· DoD is seeking a benchmark study to examine current programs in the U.S. that provide support to families with special needs in order to determine a basic approach for the military family support systems.  This includes: staffing guidelines, recommended training and experience for personnel in the programs, metrics to judge the effectiveness of the programs, and a family satisfaction scale.

· The benchmark study must be based on the needs and input from military families with special needs as well as best practices from practitioners.

Understanding Effects of Multiple Deployments and Promoting Resiliency in Families and Children of Deployed Service Members

Key Partner: Purdue University

· To contribute to our understanding of the effects of wartime deployments on families and children this project will: 

· 1) identify how strengths and needs in response to deployments vary by the ages of the children in the family; 



· 2) identify the strengths and gaps in programs for children with parents who have been deployed; 

· 3) The findings will help us develop responses to the needs of children and families that respond to the varying needs of children at different ages. 
National Violence Study

Key Partner: Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 

· DoD provided funds to Dept. of HHS Centers for Disease Control & Prevention for this survey to:  
· 1) obtain actual prevalence for DoD Family Advocacy and Sexual Assault Programs, used to set correct levels of military resources needed for prevention, victim advocacy, and health care; 
· 2) implement DoD Task Forces on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault recommendations to identify prevalence & monitor trends; and 
· 3) produce comparable estimates between the civilian and military populations.

Joint-Service Domestic Violence Risk Assessment Instrument

Key Partner: Kansas State University
· Risk assessment is required by DoD Family Advocacy Program Standards and Self-Assessment Tool. 
· The product will be used in domestic violence incidents reported to FAP as unrestricted reports in order to estimate the probability of recidivism, to determine measures to protect the victim(s) and whether the alleged abuser will be a good candidate for rehabilitative treatment.

Counseling Program Evaluation

Key partner: Virginia Tech

· To examine the perceived effectiveness of two innovative models of  mental health service provision to service members and their families; Military OneSource (MOS) and the Military Family Life Consultants (MFLC).  
Military Family Life Project (MFLP)

Key partner: DMDC

· Capture a DoD-wide sample of both the spouse and their service member over time to provide a comprehensive view of Active duty family functioning. 

· Spouses  and Service members were surveyed starting in May 2010 and will be followed-up in May 2011.  
· Data from the survey will be used to support program development in the areas to include pre-during- and post- deployment support for families, spouse career and education, non-medical counseling, financial counseling, child and youth programming, exceptional family members, and relocation.  

DoD Survivor Family Survey

Key partner: Naval Research Lab

· Collect data from the primary next-of-kin of military decedents on the quality of assistance they received from the Department and the appropriate Military Service following the death of their active duty loved one.  
· Identify strengths and weaknesses in the Departments casualty assistance program, including those of each Military Service; verify that required actions have been accomplished; develop specific metrics and make any necessary changes to improve that assistance.  

MWR Customer Satisfaction Survey  
Key partner: CFI Group
· Measure the impact of customer satisfaction on four desired outcomes:  mission readiness, retention, organizational commitment, and unit cohesion.  Service members assess performance on the key dimensions of customers' experience with the MWR programs. Customer satisfaction with the MWR benefit is the outcome performance metric measure.

Listening Sessions-Focus Groups  COMPLETED – Report available

Key Partner:  Virginia Tech

· Identify the current needs of Active, Reserve and Guard military families 

· Review OSD and military Services programs to address family/Service member needs 

· Develop a family support agenda/action plan for the Military Community & Family Policy office 
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