Appendix 1, Speakers Directory to Annex H, Guest Speakers, Financial Readiness Challenge Roadshow
Draft

Adult Audiences (Ages 18 & up): 
·  Alan Parisse, Award-Winning Speaker, Author 

·  Albert Mensah, Award-Winning Motivational Speaker, Leadership Coach,        Trainer
·  Barbara Corcoran, Business Entrepreneur, Best-Selling Author, Motivational Speaker 

·  Ben Stein, Actor, Comedian, Speech Writer 

·  Brooke Stephens, Financial Wealth Builder, Author 

·  Carol Akright, Certified Financial Planner®, Wealth-Building Coach, Author 

·  Charles Lowery, Jr., Senior Legal Counsel, Financial Expert 

·  David Bach, Renowned Motivational, Financial Speaker, Best-Selling Author 

·  Deborah Owens, Expert Financial Empowerment Advisor 

·  Evan Hendricks, Founder of Privacy Times, Financial Expert, Author 

·  Glinda Bridgforth, Financial Expert, Author 

·  Jacey Eckhart, Nationally Syndicated Military Columnist, Best-Selling Author 

·  Jean Chatzky, Award-Winning Journalist, Best-Selling Author, Motivational Speaker
·  John Sileo, America’s Top Identity Theft Educator 

·  Jordan E. Goodman, America’s “Money Answers Man,” Financial Expert, Author 

·  Keith Harrell, Motivational Speaker, Certified Trainer, Consultant 

·  Kelly Perdew, Veteran, Nationally Recognized Speaker, Talk Show Host 
·  Kelvin E. Boston, Best-Selling Author, Financial Journalist, Acclaimed Public Speaker 

·  Larry Winget, The Pitbull of Personal Development®, Motivational Speaker, Author 

·  Marci Rossell, Financial Speaker, Economist 

·  Peter Bielagus, Young America’s Financial Coach, Author, Consultant 

·  Peter Linnemann, PhD, Top Real Estate Industry Strategist, Thought Leader, University Professor, Author 

·  Peter Ricchiuti, Financial Markets Professor, Economist 

·  Robert Genetski, PhD, Financial Advisor, Economist, Futurist, Author 

·  Robert Kiyosaki, Author, Investor, Entrepreneur, Educator 

·  Robert Manning, PhD, Founding Director of CCFS, Financial Expert, Author 

·  Stacey Tisdale, On-Air Journalist, Financial Expert, Author 

·  Suze Orman, World Renowned Financial Expert 

·  Terry Savage, Nationally-Known Expert on Finance, Acclaimed Speaker 

·  Tom Polhemus, Identity Theft-Prevention Expert, Financial Crimes Investigator 

Educators and Entertainers for Teen Audiences (Ages 12-18): 
·  Albert Mensah, Award-Winning Motivational Speaker, Leadership Coach, Trainer 

·  Jeff Yalden, Award-Winning Youth Motivational Speaker, Teen Author, Life Coach 

·  Josh Shipp, Youth Motivational Speaker, Author 
·  Justin Boudreau, Teen Expert, Motivational Speaker, Author 

Educators and Entertainers for Youth Audiences (Ages 5-11): 
·  Sam Renick, Founder of the It’s a Habit! Company, Inc., Co-Creator of Sammy, the “Get in the Habit Rabbit!” 
·  Trevor Romain, Founder of The Trevor Romain Company, Best-Selling Author 

 Financial Readiness Challenge Events:

·  Building awareness 
·  Delivering valuable services at no cost to the Service Members and their families 
·  Providing education on a full host of financial topics: 
- Preventing foreclosure
- Getting out (and staying out) of debt
- Saving and investing
- Retirement planning
- Creating a budget plan and more
[image: image1.wmf]
Alan Parisse
Award-Winning Speaker, Author 

Rising from garbage collector to Wall Street executive, Alan Parisse uses his diverse life experiences to deliver relevant messages on financial management, leadership, and cycles of change to audiences ranging from executives and managers to working class families throughout the world. 

Mr. Parisse blends humor and vivid examples in every presentation. His clear-cut, easy to follow presentations, leave audiences with valuable messages on overcoming adverse economic times and instill in them that half the battle is “mental.” 
Audiences benefit from his sound business judgment, hard won financial expertise, and practical solutions for dealing with the “reversals of life” and learning how to take full advantage of the “booms of life.” He is a known expert in financial management, change, overcoming tough economic times, and leadership for success. He combines insight and wit to break down the complexities of today’s turbulent marketplace. Mr. Parisse has been a guest lecturer at the Stanford Business School, UC Berkeley Graduate School of Business, UCLA Graduate School of Management, and the University of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business. 

Mr. Parisse has written and co-authored numerous books and audio programs including: This Is Your Time, Taking Charge: Lessons in Leadership, Questions Great Advisors Ask, 101 Best Marketing Ideas, and The Real Estate Investment Pocket Guide. 

He is the first and only speaker to come out of the investment business to be inducted into the National Speakers Association’s Hall of Fame. His expertise, consistency, and client-centric focus led Successful Meetings Magazine to name him “One of the Top 21 Speakers for the 21st Century.” An accomplished author, Mr. Parisse’s ideas have been quoted in numerous business publications, including: The Wall Street Journal, Business Week, and Barron’s. 
His articles have appeared in numerous publications, including Financial Planning Magazine, Executive Excellence, Advisor Today, Life Insurance Selling, The Stanger Investment Advisor, The Real Estate Review, and The Bank Investment Representative. 
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Albert Mensah

Award-Winning Motivation Speaker, Leadership Coach, Trainer                                                          
Rising from his humble beginnings in Ghana, Africa, Albert Mensah has become recognized as a world leading motivational speaker, leadership coach, and trainer. Mr. Mensah has shared his powerful message of hope and encouragement as well as the practical skills he used to become successful throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, Africa, and the Middle East. 

With an impressive client list that boasts Starbucks, Merrill Lynch, Boeing, John Deere Corporation, and Wells Fargo Bank, he has built a strong reputation among business leaders and corporate executives as the catalyst for driving employee morale, increasing work productivity, and enhancing team commitment through his energizing, inspirational, and often invigorating speaking engagements. 

A natural-born leader and pioneer, Mr. Mensah quickly elevated in the highly saturated, competitive speaking industry and grew a startup company from zero to $300,000 in annual revenues through creative marketing and extensive networking strategies. True to his brand of excellence, he earned the prestigious, Certified Speaking Professional award — a nominal feat only given to the top 7% of international professional speakers—in just four years instead of the standard five-year period. He placed second in the Prestigious Toastmasters World Championship of Public Speaking. 

Prior to launching his speaking business, Mr. Mensah held a successful career in sales with some of the key industry players in the telecommunications industry. Starting in sales representative positions, he rapidly advanced to a top contributor by repeatedly exceeding annual revenue and quarterly sales quotas. He relied heavily on innovative marketing techniques, deep business acumen, and strategic relationships to consistently gain new clients and expand market share for the US West, Pacific Bell, and Donnelly Directories. 

An avid learner, Mr. Mensah has a bachelor’s degree in English from Western Maryland College and has taken numerous training and advanced coursework at various institutions including University of Washington Extension School of Training & Development and the Dale Carnegie School of Public Speaking. 
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Business Entrepreneur, Best-Selling Author, Motivational Speaker 
Barbara Corcoran’s credentials include straight D’s in high school and college, and 20 jobs by the time she turned 23. It was her next job, however, that would make her one of the most successful entrepreneurs in the country, when she borrowed $1,000 from her boyfriend and quit her job as a waitress to start a tiny real estate company in New York City. Over the next 25 years, she parlayed that $1,000 loan into a five billion dollar real estate business named The Corcoran Group. She sold the business in 2001 for 70 million dollars. 

Ms. Corcoran is the author of If You Don’t Have Big Breasts, Put Ribbons on Your Pigtails, an unlikely business book and a national best-seller. In it, Ms. Corcoran credits her struggles in school and her mother’s kitchen-table wisdom for her success in the business world. The book is a fresh, frank look at how to succeed in life and business, and is as heartwarming as it is smart and motivating. Her second book, Nextville, Amazing Places to Live the Rest of Your Life is fast becoming another best-seller. 

Ms. Corcoran is the real estate contributor for NBC’s Today Show and CNBC, and she’s a columnist for The Daily News, MORE Magazine, and Redbook. 

As a speaker, Ms. Corcoran brings her front-line experience and infectious energy to engage every audience. Motivational, inspirational, and sometimes outrageous, Barbara Corcoran’s tell-it-like-it-is attitude is a refreshing approach to success. 
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Actor, Comedian, Speech Writer 
Ben Stein is probably the closest to being a true renaissance man. His economic contributions were cited by the recent Nobel Prize winner in Economics, George Akerlof. Mr. Stein is also the host of the long running comedy quiz show on Comedy Central, Win Ben Stein's Money, a show that has won seven Emmies. He has written hundreds of thousands of words about financial fraud and investment policy, but two words made him a household name: "Bueller" and "Anyone, Anyone." (From his iconic role in "Ferris Bueller's Day Off.") He has written novels that the New York Times describes as "stunning," but what you have probably heard him talk about recently are "dry eyes, red eyes, and clear eyes." He worked and demonstrated and struggled for voting rights for African Americans, and he also was a speechwriter for Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford. He introduced the world to complex concepts of the politics of culture, and made possible The Man Show. Lawyer, teacher, actor, comic, economist, father, novelist, essayist, expert on finance, all of these terms describe Ben Stein! 

Testimonial after one of Mr. Stein’s presentations: 

I truly believe that when God made Ben Stein as a speaker, He broke the mold. Ben walked into a room of three thousand strangers at noon and by 1 p.m., they were all his friends and did not want him to ever leave. We have never had a more successful speaker in terms of interesting and motivating our members. Ben made me look so good as organizer of the event that I am now a hero. He did not just come and talk. He learned about the group and became a part of us (Suzanne Devane, Chicago Women's Center, February 2002). 
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Financial Wealth Builder, Author 
A 20-year veteran of Wall Street, Brooke Stephens started her career as an international trade officer in West Africa with Chase and was a senior investment consultant for Citicorp Investment Services in New York. She has been a certified financial planner, a stockbroker, an insurance agent, and a registered investment advisor. Ms. Stephens completed her studies in marketing and finance at Harvard Business School, has a BA from Fisk University in Nashville, and an M.A. from Western Michigan University. In addition to financial and wealth building titles, Ms. Stephens has a published book called Men We Cherish: African-American Women Praise the Men in their Lives, is a collection of 30 essays and memoirs written by women who have some positive life experiences to share about the men who have shaped their lives. 

Ms. Stephens has taught seminars for the American Management Association, the Institute for International Research, The College of New Rochelle, and Marymount College in New York. 

Ms. Stephens has appeared on CNN, CNBC, BET, CNN-FN, and PBS’ Nightly Business Report. Media interviews and articles have appeared in The Denver Post, Money, USA TODAY, Reader's Digest, Working Woman, Mccall's, Black Enterprise, Essence, and MS. Ms. Stephens can be heard weekly on NPR’s Tavis Smiley Show. 

She has authored a new book, Wealth Happens One Day At A Time, on which her inspiring speeches are based including "Getting Rich on $100.00 a Month," "Prosperity Happens One Day at a Time," and "Taking the Mystery Out of Money." 
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Certified Financial Planner®, Wealth-Building Coach, Author 
Carol Akright is a Certified Financial Planner (CFP®), stockbroker, and insurance agent specializing in intergenerational planning, retirement funding, couples money teamwork, and wealth building. She is also author of Funding Your Dreams Generation to Generation. A frequently invited guest on radio and TV, she is the creator and executive producer of Funding Your Dreams, the nationally acclaimed PBS-TV series. 

As a financial educator, through her company, FUNDING YOUR DREAMS, LLC, Ms. Akright lectures worldwide at both public and corporate seminars on investment strategies, “Dreamfunding” and a wide range of wealth-building topics. 

Ms. Akright is a Registered Principal and Branch Manager of Associated Securities Corporation, a Los Angeles based full-service brokerage firm, and is a Registered Investment Advisory affiliate for Associated Planners Investment Advisory, Inc., the affiliated investment advisor. She also is a Registered Life Planner from the Kinder Institute. 

Prior to joining Associated Securities, Ms. Akright worked for 11 years as an award-winning television journalist, syndicated internationally as a personal finance correspondent. She entered the financial services industry in 1984 and worked for five years as a Financial Consultant at Shearson Lehman Hutton. 

Ms. Akright loves to teach people about money and how to be money savvy. Throughout her career she has offered inspiring lectures, seminars, print, and on-line articles that simplify the financial world and motivate individuals and families to ‘put their money where their love is,’ and to use money to create the dream life they’ve always wanted. 

Winner of numerous public speaking awards, as well as an Emmy for her TV show, The Legal Game on PBS, Ms. Akright’s inspirational style of speaking and training brings her rave reviews from audiences everywhere. She maintains a private practice of satisfied investment and financial planning clients and has coached numerous individuals and small groups with her Platinum Level Wealth building program: “From Dream to Destiny.” 
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Senior Legal Counsel, Financial Expert 
For the past five years, Charles Lowery, Jr. worked as a Policy Counsel for the Center for Responsible Lending (CRL), a nonprofit policy organization that promotes responsible lending practices and access to fair terms of credit for low-wealth families. During that time, he served as CRL’s outreach liaison to the military community and worked as a state coordinator in states targeted for legislative initiatives in the areas of predatory mortgage lending and payday lending and other abusive consumer financial services practices and products. 

Prior to working at CRL, Mr. Lowery spent seven years as General Counsel and Deputy General Counsel for the D.C. Department of Banking and Financial Institutions where he drafted and helped pass legislation on predatory mortgage lending, mortgage lenders and brokers, financial modernization, international banking, money transmitters, check cashing, and opportunity accounts. In addition, he served as the department’s Ombudsman and worked to help District residents with their mortgage and foreclosure problems. 

Mr. Lowery’s career includes almost 30 years of public service including positions with D.C. Government, federal government, and legal services. He is a graduate of the University of Michigan Law School and Stanford University and has been a resident of the District for over 20 years. 
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David Bach 

Renowned Motivational, Financial Speaker, Best-Selling Author 
David Bach has helped millions of people around the world take action to live and finish rich. He is the author of eight consecutive national bestsellers, including two consecutive #1 New York Times bestsellers, Start Late, Finish Rich and The Automatic Millionaire. His other bestsellers include Go Green, Live Rich, The Automatic Millionaire Homeowner, Smart Women Finish Rich, Smart Couples Finish Rich, The Finish Rich Workbook, and The Automatic Millionaire Workbook. 

His newest book Fight for Your Money: How to Stop Getting Ripped Off and Save a Fortune, appears in bookstores in March 2009. A survival guide for today’s tough economic times, Fight for Your Money inspires readers to take immediate action to gain greater control over their money and their lives and to fight back and win in the new war on their wealth. 

Mr. Bach is regularly featured in the media, including six guest appearances on The Oprah Winfrey Show as well as regular appearances on CNN's Larry King Live, ABC's Live with Regis and Kelly, The View, NBC's Today and Weekend Today shows, CBS's Early Show, Fox News, and CNBC. He has been profiled in numerous major publications, including The New York Times, BusinessWeek, USA Today, People, Reader's Digest, Time, Financial Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles Times, San Francisco Chronicle, Working Woman, Glamour, and Family Circle. He is a featured contributor and columnist with Redbook Magazine and on Yahoo!, where his column "The Automatic Millionaire with David Bach" appears bi-weekly. 

Mr. Bach is the creator of the FinishRich® Seminar series, which highlights his quick and easy-to-follow financial strategies. In just the last few years, more than half a million people have learned how to take financial action to live a life in line with their values by attending his Smart Women Finish Rich®, Smart Couples Finish Rich®, and Find The Money Seminars, which have been taught in more than 2,000 cities throughout North America by thousands of financial advisors. 

A renowned motivational and financial speaker, Mr. Bach regularly presents seminars for and delivers keynote addresses to the worlds leading financial service firms, Fortune 500 companies, universities, and national conferences. He is the founder and Chairman of FinishRich® Media, a company dedicated to revolutionizing the way people learn about money. Prior to founding FinishRich® Media, he was a senior vice president of Morgan Stanley and a partner of The Bach Group, which during his tenure (1993-2001) managed more than half a billion dollars for individual investors. 
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Expert Financial Empowerment Advisor 
Deborah Owens is the financial lifestyle expert! Her passion is sharing how you can lead a life consistent with achieving your financial goals. Ms. Owens has gained special insight through her decades of experience in the financial services industry and as an author, talk show host, and motivational speaker. Every week thousands of listeners tune into her radio show to learn how to behave their way to wealth. 

Ms. Owens is a 20-year financial services industry veteran and a former Vice President with a major financial services company. She is President of Owens Media Group LLC that develops financial empowerment programs for companies and organizations. Ms. Owens is a sought after speaker and expert on the topic of financial empowerment for people of all incomes. Ms. Owens is author of Confident Investing: A Wealth Building Guide for Women. Her most recent book is Nickel and Dime Your Way to Wealth. 
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Evan Hendricks 

Founder of Privacy Times, Financial Expert, Author 
Since 1981, Evan Hendricks has been Editor/Publisher and founder of Privacy Times, a newsletter based in the Washington, D.C. area. Through the newsletter alone, he has published nearly 3,000 pages covering a wide range of privacy and information law subjects, including the Fair Credit Reporting Act, Privacy Act, Freedom of Information Act, Gramm-Leach Blilely, and the USA Patriot Act. In addition to Privacy Times, Mr. Hendricks has published several books, including the highly acclaimed book titled, Credit Scores and Credit Reports, How the System Really Works and What You Can Do. 

Mr. Hendricks regularly testifies before Congress and is a regular presenter at Federal Trade Commission workshops. The courts have qualified him as an expert witness in FCRA and identity theft cases. Mr. Hendricks has served as a consultant on privacy issues to federal and state governmental organizations, and businesses. He has been a featured American presenter at events in France, Italy, Wales, England, and Canada. 

He has been a paid guest on CNN and National Public Radio, and appeared on, PBS NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, ABC Nightline and World News Tonight, NBC Nightly News, CBS Evening News, CNN News Watch, CNBC, MSNBC, Fox News, various local affiliates, and The Oprah Winfrey Show and Geraldo. He is quoted regularly by major and small newspapers, including The Washington Post, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, Newsweek, and Money Magazine. 
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Financial Expert, Author 
Glinda Bridgforth is a leading financial expert who explores the emotional and cultural factors that block financial success. She brings over 30 years of experience to her boutique consulting practice, Bridgforth Financial & Associates, LLC, and specializes in a holistic approach to money management. Ms. Bridgforth is the Essence best-selling author of: Girl, Get Your Money Straight! and coauthored best-selling Girl, Make Your Money Grow! with Gail Perry-Mason. Her latest book is entitled, Girl, Get Your Credit Straight! 
Ms. Bridgforth has been featured in USA Today, Essence, Ebony, Money, Black Enterprise, and Upscale Magazines, and has been featured on television and radio shows nationwide including Oprah, The Today Show, Larry King Live, CNN and Fox Business News. Ms. Bridgforth was one of the featured coaches on Oprah’s widely popular, six-part series “America’s Debt Diet.” She conducts workshops and lectures around the country, has served as a keynote speaker at Bishop TDJakes’ BEST Conferences and writes a monthly column on TDJakes.com. 

Ms. Bridgforth’s list of clients include Toyota, Social Security Administration, Wachovia Bank, Chase Bank, Essence Magazine, State Farm Insurance, Consumer Credit Management, and more. 
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Nationally Syndicated Military Columnist, Best-Selling Author 
Jacey Eckhart is a nationally syndicated military columnist. Her critically acclaimed book, The Homefront Club: The Hardheaded Woman’s Guide to Raising a Military Family, has led to frequent speaking engagements at military installations around the world. She is also the voice behind the award-winning CD, “These Boots: A Spouse’s Guide To Stepping Up and Standing Tall During Deployment.” Her most recent project is her radio program, The Jacey Eckhart Show found at stations across the country and available in podcast form on iTunes. 

Ms. Eckhart is no stranger to the military lifestyle: One husband. Three kids. Five deployments. 13 moves. 17 years of military marriage. 39 years of military brat status. An overseas tour. A baby born while Dad was deployed. When Ms. Eckhart adds up the elements of her life, she doesn't find the script for the season finale of "Desperate Housewives." Instead Ms. Eckhart has found the material for over 400 newspaper columns. Since 1998, "The Homefront" has run in The Virginian Pilot, in Norfolk, VA, home of the largest Navy base in the world. 
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Award-Winning Journalist, Best-Selling Author, Motivational Speaker 
Jean Chatzky, award-winning journalist, best-selling author, and motivational speaker, has created a global platform that is making significant strides to help millions of men and women battle an epidemic with a devastating impact - debt. Ms. Chatzky is the financial editor for NBC’s Today, a contributing editor for More, a columnist for The New York Daily News, a contributor to The Oprah Winfrey Show, and a featured money coach on Oprah's "Debt Diet" series. She also hosts a daily show on the Oprah & Friends channel, exclusively on XM Radio. 

Ms. Chatzky is the author of four books, including Pay It Down: From Debt to Wealth on $10 A Day, a New York Times and Business Week bestseller. Her latest book, Make Money, Not Excuses is a Wall Street Journal and New York Times Bestseller. Ms. Chatzky has been recognized as an exceptional journalist. She received the Clarion Award for magazine columns from the Association of Woman in Communications, her radio show received a Gracie Award from the American Women in Radio and Television, she has been nominated twice for National Magazine Awards, and was named one of the country’s best magazine columnists by the Chicago Tribune. 
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America’s Top Identity Theft Educator 
John Sileo spent two years of his life trying to untangle the mess he found himself in after his business partner stole his identity and embezzled $300,000 from their clients. Faced with serious legal, financial, and credit problems, his business was ruined and the stress of it all nearly destroyed his marriage. 

Today, Mr. Sileo is president of The Sileo Group (an idea lab focused on guiding organizations on privacy protection) and the country’s leading speaker on identity theft. His award-winning book, Stolen Lives: Identity Theft Prevention Made Simple, has helped countless Americans avoid the nation’s fastest growing crime. Like his book, Mr. Sileo’s presentations are based on his experience as a victim of identity theft and everything he learned as he fought to regain his identity, his credit, and his life. Mr. Sileo engages and inspires, teaching participants how thinking like a spy can help them stay vigilant against would-be identity thieves. 

Mr. Sileo’s presentations have earned rave reviews at companies of all sizes, universities, associations, and financial institutions. He is regularly featured as a leading identity theft expert on television news programs. 
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America’s “Money Answers Man,” Financial Expert, Author 
Jordan E. Goodman is "America's Money Answers Man" and a nationally recognized expert on personal finance. He is a regular contributor to Public Radio International's The Marketplace Morning Report and is a daily guest on radio and television call-in shows across the country, answering questions on personal financial topics. He appears frequently on NBC's The Today Show, PBS, MSNBC, CNN, CNBC, and Fox. He is also the host of the weekly Money Answers Show on the VoiceAmerica Radio Network, the largest radio network on the Internet. 

For 18 years, Mr. Goodman was on the editorial staff of Money Magazine, where he served as Wall Street correspondent. While at Money, Mr. Goodman reported and wrote on virtually every aspect of personal finance. In addition, he served as weekly financial analyst on NBC News at Sunrise for nine years and the daily business news commentator on Mutual Broadcasting System’s America in the Morning show for eight years. 

He is the author/co-author of 11 best-selling books on personal finance including Everyone's Money Book (over 300,000 copies sold) and Barron's Dictionary of Finance and Investment Terms (over two million copies sold) and Master Your Money Type. His latest book is Fast Profits in Hard Times: 10 Secret Strategies to Make You Rich in An Up or Down Economy. 
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Motivational Speaker, Certified Trainer, Consultant 
Known across “Corporate America” for his energetic, innovative presentations, Keith Harrell is a dynamic life coach who specializes in changing behaviors through a positive attitude. As a successful entrepreneur, he shares his powerful message, “Attitude is Everything” with audiences to change their financial, business or personal situations. 

While growing up in Seattle, Washington, Mr. Harrell aspired to become a star professional basketball player. Although he never realized that dream, he created and achieved new ones through a similar commitment. An article in The Wall Street Journal refers to him as a “Star With Attitude,” and was quoted saying, “What sets him apart from less successful speakers is driving ambition and an attitude that refuses to flag.” Mr. Harrell melds attitude into action, and assists individuals and organizations to redefine excellence. He is dynamic and one of America’s best motivational speakers. 

As President of Harrell Performance Systems, Mr. Harrell has created a firm specializing in helping individuals and organizations maintain their goals through the power of a positive attitude. He is a certified speaker, trainer, and consultant and has addressed many of America’s top corporations including AT&T, Microsoft, and Kodak. Mr. Harrell counts IBM and several other companies like Coca Cola among his repeat clients. 

His book, Attitude Is Everything: Ten Life Changing Steps to Turning Attitude Into Action, gives readers a 10-step program for tuning up their attitude and improving their professional and personal life. 

Mr. Harrell earned his bachelor’s degree from Seattle University before embarking on a 14-year career with IBM where he was recognized for his business skills as one of the top sales and training instructors. In 1997, he received the Certified Speaking Professional designation from the National Speakers Association. In August 2000, Mr. Harrell was inducted into the Speaker Hall of Fame, a lifetime award for speaking excellence and professionalism. His charismatic style, humorous insights, and contagious high energy make his continued inclusion on the “22 Guaranteed Standing Ovations” list assured. 
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Veteran, Nationally Recognized Speaker, Talk Show Host 
Kelly Perdew is the CEO of RotoHog.com. RotoHog provides the best fantasy sports platform in the world. The unique RotoHog game solves many of the problems that have plagued the Fantasy Sports industry for years. Currently, they serve as the official fantasy basketball game provider for the NBA, and have created NBA.com's most successful online game, the NBA Stock Exchange. RotoHog also powers a fantasy soccer game for ClicRBS, a major Brazilian media company. In addition to providing fantasy sports games for major media companies and leagues, RotoHog.com provides fantasy sports games directly to users on their site. 

Mr. Perdew is a nationally recognized speaker on leadership, technology, career development and entrepreneurship. He hosted a show on the Military Channel called GI Factory that looks at innovative military technologies and takes the viewer into the US factories where they are made and tracks them from raw materials to completed product. He is a celebrity spokesperson for Big Brothers Big Sisters and The National Guard Youth Challenge Program. Mr. Perdue received a Presidential Appointment to the President’s Council on Civic Participation and Service in June 2006. 
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Best-Selling Author, Financial Journalist, Acclaimed Public Speaker 
Kelvin E. Boston is a sought-after public speaker, distinguished financial journalist, and best-selling author who believes that financial education is the key that unlocks the doors to financial success. 

Mr. Boston is the executive producer and host of Moneywise with Kelvin Boston, the public television series. He is also the author of the best-selling book, Smart Money Moves for African Americans. His newest book, Who’s Afraid to be a Millionaire?, offers a fresh perspective on the cultural and psychological obstacles that prevent most people from pursuing their goals for financial s 

Moneywise with Kelvin Boston is considered public television’s (PBS) premiere multicultural financial affairs television series. In 2007, Moneywise was distributed to more than 83 million households nationwide. In addition to airing on public television stations, Moneywise also airs on the Armed Forces Television Network where it reaches 800,000 military households in 177 countries around the world. 

In 2003, Mr. Boston was awarded the National Community Reinvestment Coalition’s (NCRC) annual award for promoting economic justice. He also won the Color of Money Award for producing the Moneywise PBS series. 

In the past year, Mr. Boston has visited over 20 military installations in the U.S. and Japan and recently returned from touring the Middle East where he shared his inspirational message with over 3,000 sailors and marines. Plans are to tour nearly a dozen bases in Europe and dozens more across the United States by the end of 2008. 

This year, Moneywise will celebrate its 10th season on PBS and continues to deliver programs that offer the type of discussion, critical information, prominent guests, and hot topics that have made it a favorite to millions. 
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The Pitbull of Personal Development®, Motivational Speaker, Author 
Irreverent. Edgy. Controversial. Sarcastic. Refreshing. Hilarious. All words used to describe Larry Winget. 

Larry Winget, The Pitbull of Personal Development® is the best-selling author of Shut Up, Stop Whining & Get A Life and New York Times Bestseller It's Called Work for a Reason!. He teaches universal principles that will work for anyone, in any business, at any time, and does it by telling funny stories. 

He believes that most of us have complicated life and business way too much, take them way too seriously, and need to lighten up, take responsibility, and keep it all in perspective. 

Mr. Winget is unique. No one does what he does from the platform. No one says what he says and no one looks like he looks. He is the trademarked Pitbull of Personal Development® and The World's Only Irritational Speaker®. 

He leaves you nowhere to turn but to yourself. Mr. Winget's approach remains that WORK is the key to success: not talking about work, not having meetings about work, not writing reports about work, but WORK. 
How To STOP Getting By and START Getting Ahead 
Mr. Winget has become a financial guru to many people because of his work on Big Spender, his appearances on CNBC's The Millionaire Inside, The Today Show, Fox News, and more. This dynamic keynote is based on his #1 Bestseller, You're Broke Because You Want To Be. In this keynote, Mr. Winget teaches that your financial condition is the result of your choices. 

Mr. Winget covers how to set priorities for your life and that life is like a crime novel: if you want to find the culprit, follow the money. He tells his personal story of how he went from dirt poor to rich to bankrupt to multi-millionaire. He ties wealth building and getting out of debt to good old-fashioned hard work. He will also teach you how to develop a philosophy of money that can carry you through any situation. 

Mr. Winget can also give tactics on how to get out of debt and how to change your lifestyle so you will have more money. While a serious subject, the speech is also hilarious and Mr. Winget tells great stories of his time shooting his television series, Big Spender for A&E and relates the stories of many of the encounters he has had. 
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Financial Speaker, Economist 
Marci Rossell electrifies audiences nationwide, speaking on the nexus of personal finance, economics, politics, and the media. Her animated style was honed when she served as the popular, lively Chief Economist for CNBC in the months immediately following September 11, 2001. She takes complex economic issues, often dull in the button-down business press, and makes them relevant to people’s personal finances, lives, and careers. 

Prior to her career in broadcast journalism, Ms. Rosell served as Corporate Economist and Investment Spokesperson for OppenheimerFunds, which is one of the nation’s largest mutual fund companies. Before moving to Wall Street, she was an expert witness for Deloitte and Touche in court cases involving economic issues. She began her career as an economist with the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 

Ms. Rossell earned a PhD in Economics from Southern Methodist University, where she was named one of the Young Alumni of the Year in 2002. She brings a world of experience—from Main Street to Wall Street—when discussing personal finance, the U.S. economy, movements in capital markets, and international events. 
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Young America’s Financial Coach, Author, Consultant 
Like many college students, Peter Bielagus quickly fell into the party scene. Six months into his freshman year he found himself in $5,000 of credit card debt. Determined to dig his way out of debt, Mr. Bielagus began learning about personal finance, reading over 300 books on the subject, interviewing experts, and attending seminars. By graduation, he was debt free and on his way to financial security. 

Realizing many college students run into the same problem, Mr. Bielagus made a commitment to educate students, parents, and young professionals about managing their money. He wrote a personal finance guide he titled, Getting Loaded: A Complete Personal Finance Guide For Students and Young Professionals, published by Penguin Putnam/NAL. 

After graduating, Mr. Bielagus went to work for a national financial company and became the top salesperson in his district in his first year. He then opened up his own fee-only financial planning firm, one of the few in the country that caters exclusively to young people. 

As a licensed financial advisor, Mr. Bielagus has appeared on radio and television shows nationwide, talking about personal finance for Young America. He's been quoted in the Wall Street Journal, USA Today and the New York Post. In addition to writing and speaking, he has created many financial education products, including the audio CD “Maximizing Your Money,” published by the Freeway Guides, “The Complete Credit Repair System,” and “The Complete Financial Life For Young America,” the only financial education course that comes with free email updates, for life. 

Affectionately known as the "Go To Guy For Young People and Their Money,” he speaks to high school and college students about jumpstarting their personal finances. Mr. Bielagus also speaks all over the world to all branches of the United States Military. Recently, corporations and parents have called upon him to assist them in getting Young America excited about personal finance. Mixing humor and emotion with real life examples, he empowers audiences of all ages to get started today on managing their money. 
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Top Real Estate Industry Strategist, Thought Leader, University Professor, Author 
Peter Linneman, PhD is the principal of Linneman Associates and also serves as the Albert Sussman Professor of Real Estate, Finance, and Public Policy at the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania. A member of Wharton's faculty since 1979, Dr. Linneman served as the founding chairman of Wharton's Real Estate Department, and was the Director of Wharton's Zell-Lurie Real Estate Center for 13 years. 

Dr. Linneman is the founding co-editor of The Wharton Real Estate Review. His teaching and research focuses on real estate and investment strategies, mergers and acquisitions, and international markets. He has published over 60 articles during his career. 

Dr. Linneman is widely recognized as one of the leading strategic thinkers in the real estate industry, and was recently named one of the 25 most influential people in real estate by Realtor Magazine. He is a highly sought-after speaker, appearing as the keynote presenter at numerous major industry conferences. Dr. Linneman is also a co-coordinator/sponsor/moderator (with Sam Zell) of the prestigious industry roundtable, The Marshall Bennett Classic. 

His book, Real Estate Finance and Investments: Risks and Opportunities, has been adopted at over 40 leading universities including Yale, Brown, New York University, Columbia, Duke, Brigham Young, Villanova, George Washington, and Wharton. It has become the leading reference source for those interested in real estate finance and investment and was recently translated into Japanese. 
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Financial Markets Professor, Economist 
Peter Ricchiuti is the business school professor you wish you had back in college. He teaches courses on financial markets at Tulane University’s A.B. Freeman School of Business. Known for his insight and humor, he was twice named the school’s top professor. As an educator, he has the innate ability to teach audiences about personal financial management. During his presentations, Mr. Ricchiuti uses colorful examples and weaves relevant financial and economic news to teach people of all levels. 

Mr. Ricchiuti started his career with the investment firm of Kidder Peabody and later managed over three billion dollars as the Assistant Treasurer for the state of Louisiana. In 1993, he founded Tulane’s highly acclaimed BURKENROAD REPORTS stock research program. Here he leads a team of more than 200 of the University's business students in search of the investment "skinny" on undervalued and overlooked stocks in six southern states. 

He has been featured on CNN and CNBC as well as in The New York Times, Barron’s, The Washington Post, and The Wall Street Journal. He has presented to a wide variety of audiences throughout the world with a focus on helping people understand the nature of the economy, business cycles, and the opportunities created in a challenging market. 
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Financial Advisor, Economist, Futurist, Author 
Robert Genetski, PhD is a popular speaker who entertains thousands of people at conferences and investor meetings around the world each year. He is one of the nation’s premier interest rate forecasters and investment advisors. His presentations provide valuable insight on issues pertaining to the current economy and how people should manage their finances in these tough economic times. 

Dr. Genetski’s genuineness and humor enable him to connect with all types of audiences. He has the unique ability of translating complex economic issues into common everyday language that anyone can understand. He speaks about these issues in his book, A Nation of Millionaires. In the book, Dr. Genetski provides his own vision of how the changes in government policies will affect the economic and financial landscape for families in the 21st century. He is also the author of Taking the Voodoo Out of Economics, an influential book that anticipated and shaped many of the major policy changes that are now occurring throughout the world. 

In the early 1980’s, Dr. Genetski was credited with correctly forecasting that tax cuts would end the nation’s economic malaise by boosting productivity and helping reduce both inflation and interest rates. In 1989, he was credited with correctly predicting the economic troubles in the Japanese economy calling it “a classic case of a speculative bubble waiting to burst.” Later, as a member of Blue Chip forecasters, he was credited with being the number one forecaster of interest rates in the country. Since the 1990’s, he has gained a reputation as one of the most optimistic investment advisors in the nation, if not the world, for forecasting rapid growth and low inflation and record-breaking stock prices. During the course of his career, he has served as Senior Vice President and Chief Economist for a major Midwest Bank and has headed asset management, investment research, and investment banking operations. 

He earned his PhD in economics from New York University and has taught economics at New York University and at the University of Chicago’s Graduate School of Business. Dr. Genetski has served on numerous Boards of Directors and writes a regular column for the Nikkei Financial Daily, Japan’s leading business newspaper. 
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Author, Investor, Entrepreneur, Educator 
Robert Kiyosaki, author of Rich Dad Poor Dad - the international runaway bestseller that has held a top spot on the New York Times bestsellers list for over six years - is an investor, entrepreneur, and educator whose perspectives on money and investing fly in the face of conventional wisdom. He has, virtually single-handedly, challenged and changed the way tens of millions of people, around the world think about money. 

In communicating his point of view on why 'old' advice - get a good job, save money, get out of debt, invest for the long term, and diversify - is 'bad' (both obsolete and flawed) advice, Mr. Kiyosaki has earned a reputation for straight talk, irreverence, and courage. 

Rich Dad Poor Dad ranks as the longest-running bestseller on all four of the lists that report to Publisher's Weekly - The New York Times, Business Week, The Wall Street Journal, and USA Today - and was named "USA Today's #1 Money Book" two years in a row. It is the third longest-running 'how-to' best seller of all time. 

Translated into 51 languages and available in 109 countries, the Rich Dad series has sold over 27 million copies worldwide and has dominated best sellers lists across Asia, Australia, South America, Mexico, and Europe. In 2005, Mr. Kiyosaki was inducted into Amazon.com Hall of Fame as one of the bookseller's Top 25 Authors. There are currently 26 books in the Rich Dad series. 

In 2006, Mr. Kiyosaki teamed up with Donald Trump to co-author Why We Want You To Be Rich - Two Men - One Message. It debuted at #1 on The New York Times bestsellers list. 

Mr. Kiyosaki writes a bi-weekly column – “Why the Rich Are Getting Richer” - for Yahoo! Finance and a monthly column titled “Rich Returns” for Entrepreneur Magazine. 
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Founding Director of CCFS, Financial Expert, Author 
Robert D. Manning, PhD is Research Professor and founding Director of the Center for Consumer Financial Services, and past Caroline Werner Gannett Chair of the Humanities, Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT). Author of the widely acclaimed Credit Card Nation: America’s Dangerous Addiction to Credit, which received the 2001 Robert Ezra Park Award for Outstanding Contribution to Sociological Practice, Dr. Manning is a specialist in the deregulation of retail banking, household debt, consumer finance, comparative economic development, immigration, and globalization. His research on debt has become the product of nationally recognized educational products and training programs. 

Dr. Manning is the recipient of numerous prestigious awards including: the 12th Frank J. Battisti Memorial Lecturer for his outstanding contribution to public policy and the law, the prestigious 2004 George K. Polk Award for investigative journalism, and the 2004 Harry Chapin Award for Poverty Research for his contributions to the "Banking on Misery" special issue of Southern Exposure Magazine. His path breaking study, "Credit Cards on Campus," was published by Consumer Federation of America in 1999 and received the 2000 Morris Rosenberg Research Award for distinguished scholarship from the District of Columbia Sociology Society. 

Dr. Manning has been featured on nearly all major U.S. news programs and his work has led to numerous federal and state legislative initiatives including the College Student Credit Card Protection Act. 

Dr. Manning's research has been widely reported in the U.S. and international media including Sixty Minutes II, ABC World News, ABC Evening News with Peter Jennings, ABC's Good Morning America (Diane Sawyer), Bloomberg Financial News, CBS Evening News with Dan Rather, CNBC’s On The Money, Squawk Box, CNN Headline News, CNN Morning News, CNN Evening News (Lou Dobbs), CNN Burden of Proof, C-SPAN, FOX Evening News, O'Reilly Factor, The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, MSNBC with Brian Williams, Jim Lehrer News Hour (PBS), NPR’s, All Things Considered, Morning Edition, Talk of the Nation, and Weekend Edition, Voice of America, Jim Bohannon Show, Australian Public Radio, British Broadcast Corporation, Canadian Public Radio, Reuters International, and Swedish Public Radio. 
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On-Air Journalist, Financial Expert, Author 
Stacey Tisdale has been reporting as an on-air journalist on business and financial issues for more than 15 years. Ms. Tisdale is the author of The True Cost of Happiness: The Real Story Behind Managing Your Money that takes a frank look at some of the common financial choices that must change in order to achieve financial success. A financial expert, Ms. Tisdale appears on NBC’s Today Show, and reports for The American Consumer, a weekly nationally syndicated show on PBS. Ms. Tisdale is also the U.S. Contributor for Shattered: Breaking the Glass Ceiling, a magazine for professional women. 

From 2002 to 2004, Ms. Tisdale filed business and consumer reports for all of the CNN networks, including, CNN, Headline News, and Marketsource, which serves more than 600 local stations. Ms. Tisdale also reported for Inside Africa, a weekly news magazine show on CNN International. During this period, Ms. Tisdale contributed reports to Money Talks, the nationally syndicated program created by BusinessWeek. 

A member of the elite Society of American Business Editors and Writers, Ms. Tisdale has appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show as a financial expert and has been quoted in O Magazine. Her unique financial advice will also be featured in upcoming issues of Essence Magazine. 

Ms. Tisdale’s broadcasting career came after her work on Wall Street as a cash manager for the commodities firm Balfour Maclaine International. Her responsibilities included managing as much as 70 million a day. Ms. Tisdale has also worked on the floor of the Coffee Sugar Cocoa Exchange. 

Ms. Tisdale is a board member and advisor for John Hope Bryant’s financial literacy organization. Ms. Tisdale has authored a personal finance curriculum for college students on behalf of Operation HOPE. The program is mandatory for students at Spelman College, and will likely become adopted by Historically Black Colleges across the United States. 
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World Renowned Financial Expert 
A two-time Emmy award-winning television host, New York Times bestselling author, magazine and online columnist, writer/producer, and motivational speaker, Suze Orman is undeniably America's most recognized expert on personal finance. Ms. Orman has written six consecutive New York Times bestsellers: Women & Money, The Money Book for the Young, Fabulous & Broke, The Laws of Money, The Lessons of Life, The Road to Wealth, The Courage to Be Rich, and The 9 Steps to Financial Freedom, as well as the national bestsellers, Suze Orman's Financial Guidebook and You've Earned It, Don't Lose It. In addition, she has created Suze Orman's Identity Theft Kit, FICO Kit, Will & Trust Kit, Insurance Kit, The Ask Suze Library System, and Suze Orman's Ultimate Protection Portfolio. 

Ms. Orman has written, co-produced, and hosted six PBS specials based on her New York Times bestselling books, and is the single most successful fundraiser in the history of public television. Ms. Orman is a contributing editor to “O” at Home as well as “O,” The Oprah Magazine in the United States and the South African edition. She has a syndicated column called “Women & Money,” writes a bi-weekly column, “Money Matters,” on Yahoo! Finance, and a bi-monthly column for the Costco Connection. Ms. Orman hosts the extremely popular and award-winning Suze Orman Show, which airs every Saturday night on CNBC and on XM & Sirus radio, and also hosts the Financial Freedom Hour on QVC television. 

Ms. Orman is the recipient of multiple distinguished awards including: 

􀂃2008 Time Magazine named Ms. Orman as one of the TIME 100, The World’s Most Influential People. 

􀂃5 Gracie Allen Awards – this is more than anyone has ever won in the history of the Gracie Allen Awards. The Gracies recognize the nation’s best radio, television, and cable programming for, by, and about women. 

􀂃The 2008 Amelia Earhart Award for her message of financial empowerment for women; the Amelia Earhart Award is presented annually to a woman who embodies Earhart’s pioneering spirit and who has significantly contributed to the expansion of opportunities for women. 

􀂃The 2008 National Equality Award by the Human Rights Campaign. 
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Nationally-Known Expert on Finance, Acclaimed Speaker 
Terry Savage is a nationally known expert on personal finance and a regular television commentator on CNN, CNBC, PBS, and NBC on issues related to investing and financial markets. She is the nationally syndicated Chicago Sun-Times personal finance columnist. Her fourth book, published in June 2005, is The Savage Number: How Much Money Do You Need to Retire? It has received praise from investment gurus like James Cramer, Jim Rogers, and Bob Brinker. Ms. Savage offers advice, ranging from investments to withdrawal calculations to long-term care insurance -- to make sure your money lasts as long as you do! 

Her previous best seller, The Savage Truth on Money, was named one of the ten best money books of the year by Amazon.com, and was made into an hour-long television special that aired on PBS. Ms. Savage is a frequent guest on national radio and television shows ranging from PBS' Nightly Business Report to CNN and CNBC. She has appeared several times on Oprah and is the regular substitute host of the nationally syndicated Bob Brinker radio show on ABC radio. 

Ms. Savage’s financial expertise comes from experience. She started her career as a stockbroker, and became a founding member -- and the first woman trader -- on the Chicago Board Options Exchange. Ms. Savage was also a member of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange's International Monetary Market where she traded interest rate contracts and currency futures. She is a registered investment advisor for both stocks and futures. 

Ms. Savage has won numerous awards, including the National Press Club Award for Outstanding Consumer Journalism, and the Outstanding Personal Finance Columnist Award given by the Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University, and two Emmys for her television work. 
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Tom Polhemus 

Identity Theft-Prevention Expert, Financial Crimes Investigator 
As a Financial-Crimes Investigator with the Fairfax County Police Department for 30 years, Mr. Polhemus has seen his fair share of identity theft scams. Mr. Polhemus sees all types of crimes involving identity theft, from embezzlement and forgery, to false pretense, credit card fraud, and document counterfeiting. 

Identity theft, he says, has become so prevalent because thieves have so many ways that they can use just a few pieces of personal information to impersonate their victim. In his presentation, “Don’t Lose It! How to Protect Yourself Against Identity Theft,” Mr. Polhemus reviews the most common ways identities are stolen and offers practical, real world advice on protecting against and avoiding identity theft. His presentation is a necessary wake up call for all to take hands-on, practical steps to safeguard our identities! 

Here’s a tip: Mr. Polhemus names writing personal checks as one of the worst practices a person can do if they want to protect their identity. Once a person hands over a personal check, the thief now has the bank account routing and account number. Those numbers combined with a cellular phone number or other pieces of information are usually enough to rack up thousands of dollars in online gaming or purchases. 
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Jeff Yalden 

Award-Winning Youth Motivational Speaker, Teen Author, Life Coach 
Jeff Yalden is an internationally renowned and award-winning youth motivational speaker, teen author, and MTV’s MADE teen life coach. He is the author of Keep it Simple, Traits of a Leader, 20 Ways to Keep it Simple, They Call Me Coach, co-author of Lead Now or Step Aside, and contributing author of A Cup of Chicken Soup for the Soul, which was heralded on the New York Times #1 bestseller list. 

A solid motivator and educator, Jeff is an inspirational role model for youth. He has spent the last 15 years touring the world, coaching and delivering his highly motivational speech to youth, educators, and parents. Focused on making better life and family choices, Jeff has saved lives and impacted youth to live a life of purpose and commitment. 

Jeff is known for his humorous style, passion for youth, and incredible ability to reach his audience while providing a message that is both life changing and empowering. His audiences can relate to him because his stories are real, personal, heartfelt, and monumental. 

In 2002, The National Speakers Association awarded Jeff their highest designation and granted him the title of Certified Speaking Professional (CSP), an honor given to less than 7% of speakers worldwide. In 2005, he was invited to be the teen life coach for hit reality television show, MTV’s MADE. The show aired 16 times, was seen by 70 million viewers, and was proclaimed by MTV to be their best show in the six seasons of taping. Jeff has been regularly featured in newspapers, appeared as a guest on numerous radio stations and even started his own nationally syndicated radio show called, The Jeff Yalden Show. 

Jeff has presented to the likes of SADD, FBLA, STUCO, FCCLA, Search Institute, The National PRIDE World Drug-Free Conference, National Speakers Association, National Student Council, and more. 
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Youth Motivational Speaker, Author 
It’s been said there’s a thin line between comedy and tragedy…well, Josh Shipp crosses that line with the speed and accuracy of a racecar driver in the Indy 500. His quickness and endurance is evident in his approach whether he is the host of a TV show, author of a book, or renowned inspirational speaker. His intelligent nature coupled with comedic timing might lead some to believe he has lived a long life…he has indeed, but he just happens to be in his early 20’s. 

Abandoned, neglected, and abused as a child, Josh’s personal story of triumph over tragedy inspires youth to overcome life's struggles and live life to the fullest. He didn’t take the easy route, but instead chose a path of hard work and determination. After serving as State Delta Epsilon Chi (DECA) President and on the School-to-Work student advisory committee, Josh realized his potential and decided to commit his life to helping others by using his experiences to guide others to a future of possibilities. 

Josh leads by strength, character, and by example and has stepped up as a fresh voice of self-help for teens; not as a PhD in a suit but as someone teens can relate to. His unprecedented wit has enabled him to achieve a professional speaking style that is animated and hilarious, challenging and thought provoking, and packed with hard-won wisdom. Using modern day communication vehicles such as MySpace, podcasts, ebooks, websites, and blogs, Josh continues to engage his audience even after he’s left the building. 

Josh’s talent carries over into everything he does, including his forthcoming book, Don’t be Average. He definitely connects, and his audiences are inspired to RETHINK and REACT. Josh has spoken to crowds as large as 27,000 and shared the stage with comedic giant Bill Cosby. He recently hosted a reality show called Prom Date and has appeared on MTV, Comedy Central, NBC, Fox, and TLC. 

Josh has also co-authored three teen leadership books: The Best of Success for Teens, The Making of an Unshakable Character, and Forty Voices. He has been the subject of countless articles, interviews and a subject for other authors. 
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Justin Boudreau 

Teen Expert, Motivational Speaker, Author 
Justin Boudreau is not your ordinary motivational speaker. Known by some as the “Dude Who Changed My Life,” he brings an adventurous outlook and disciplined positive attitude to his mission of empowering students to be their best. 

A former pro beach volleyball player and French teacher, Justin walked away from his past to fulfill his life purpose; encouraging students to think vs. telling them what to think. His humorous style and heartfelt messages have inspired his audiences to worry less about being cool and motivated them to accept themselves and connect with their dreams and futures. Through his own personal stories, Justin has helped teens see the link between today’s actions and the consequences of tomorrow. 

Justin is the founder and Executive Director of Gear Up for Excellence, which offers high quality, cost effective leadership retreats and summer institutes for non-profit organizations and student associations across the country. He is co-author of the book for teens, Gearing Up: Inside & Out for a Great Life. 

Justin recently created and launched “Calling for Gratitude,” a campaign based on paying gratitude forward, which includes a toll-free gratitude hotline and website for posting comments. Despite being an organic, word-of-mouth campaign, it has drawn the attention of newspapers and magazines in both the United States and Canada, and has even attracted the attention of a producer from the Ellen Degeneres Show. 

Focused on giving more, Justin provides his audiences with resources and information that will support and encourage them well after he has left the stage. 
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Founder of the It’s a Habit! Company, Inc., Co-Creator of Sammy the “Get in the Habit Rabbit!” 
Sam Renick is a children’s author, songwriter, speaker, trainer, and social entrepreneur. He is also the founder of the It's a Habit! Company, Inc. (IAHC) and co-creator of Sammy the “Get in the Habit Rabbit!” 

Sam, Sammy, and the It’s a Habit! team have spent the last five years traveling the United States and Europe promoting saving, reading, writing, and leadership to more than 100,000 students, educators, and families. Their efforts have been highlighted in numerous media stories including a feature story in Kiplinger Magazine where Deputy Editor Janet Bodnar stated: 

“Sam Renick can whip a gym full of elementary-school kids into a frenzy of enthusiasm for saving money.” 

Additionally, their empowering and inspirational work has garnered them several honors including the 2007 California Jump$tart Coalition Leadership Award. 

It’s a Habit! is located in Los Angeles, California and their mission is to globally deliver strategic education to children and families that helps better position them to make their dreams come true. 
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Trevor Romain 

Founder of The Trevor Romain Company, Best-Selling Author 
Trevor Romain is the creative mind and spirit behind The Trevor Romain Company. Trevor has traveled all over the world delivering his message of hope and compassion to school-age children. Trevor’s unique personality and perspective allow him to be the compelling voice so needed among educators to inspire teaching students with a focus that speaks to their academic needs in English language arts as well as students’ social, emotional, and physical fitness needs with humor and honesty. Trevor has long differentiated himself as a one-of-a-kind speaker, children’s author/illustrator, and children’s advocate by speaking to students in their own language, and now the materials and products are also recognized for that same differentiating factor. 

Trevor is known for his work in the local and national community as a board member of the National Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Foundation and a collaborator with the Make-A-Wish Foundation, The Miracle Foundation, and Any Baby Can. He has taken his mission overseas, as well, speaking to children at military bases around the globe on multiple USO tours. In addition, The United Nations has enlisted Trevor’s help in developing educational materials for children living in armed conflict areas. 

Trevor is the author and illustrator of over 30 books, including the international bestseller, Under the Big Sky. 
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