
Richard "Sunny" Farrand 
American Legion Community Champion, San Diego, CA  

 

 

 
Working with staff and volunteers at Naval Medical Center, San 
Diego, and many non-profits Mr. Farrand demonstrates a true 
passion for helping others, and his "never give up" attitude has 
helped the Heroes to Hometowns/American Legion program in 
San Diego become successful in a short time. 
 
For example Mr. Farrand: 

 
• Made a connection in the Chicago area to organize a welcome home 

celebration and assist in creating a positive transition home for an injured 
Marine, being medically separated in San Diego, April, 2007  

 
• Worked with Military Outreach Ministry San Diego and Operation Homefront 

who donated furniture so injured Marine could move into base housing now, 
rather than wait 6 months until they could find furniture.  

 
• Arranged for 20 families to receive Commissary Gift Certificates and Wal-Mart 

gift cards for the holiday season, all donated by local non-profits.   
 

• Connected a Marine being medically separated from the hospital with the 
Patriot Guard Riders, a national non-profit. Patriot Guard Riders volunteers 
met the Marine at his new home in North Carolina, and helped him unload his 
u-haul trailer and welcome him home.   

 
• Coordinated with the manager of a local auto repair shop to offer free 

maintenance/services to severely injured service members.   
 

• Collaborated with active duty Naval personnel who donated funds to purchase 
baby supplies, equipment, and household items to support severely injured 
Service members' 13 month old daughter.  

 
• Worked with local bed company who 

donated a queen-size 
mattress/frame for a severely 
injured service member and his wife 
when they moved to San Diego 
from New Mexico for rehabilitation 
(and had no bed).    

 
 

 
    
 
 


