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May 19, 2009 
New Law Eases Challenges for Military Families 
 
MONTGOMERY - Governor Bob Riley has signed a law aimed at helping children of 
military personnel transfer to new schools when their parents change assignments. 
The new law makes Alabama the 19th state to join the Interstate Commission on Educational 
Opportunity for Military Children. The states work together to help transferring students 
from military families by reconciling variations in graduation requirements, school 
admissions, eligibility for extra-curricular activities and other education-related issues. 
For instance, states would agree that children who move mid-year could continue in the same 
grade even if their new school has different age requirements. It would also mean students 
who are enrolled in honors or advanced classes in one state could continue those classes in 
another state. 
“We’re always proud to honor the brave men and women of our military and the sacrifices 
they make for us, but we can’t forget the children of military personnel who also make 
sacrifices. They move frequently throughout their young lives and are always the new kid in 
school. We must do everything we can to ease their transition and help them overcome the 
obstacles they face,” said Governor Riley. 
The bill was sponsored by Representative Craig Ford and Senator Ted Little. 
“Taking care of our families is an Air Force top priority and it is great to have the support of 
the governor in this important responsibility,” said Lt. Gen. Al Peck, Air University 
commander. “Hundreds of military families with school-age children transition into and out 
of Maxwell-Gunter each year, and Governor Riley understands the hardship that can bring. 
We truly appreciate his continued support, illustrated by his signing a bill that will help ease 
that transition.” 

 


