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The following established style guidelines reflect the longstanding practices of developers and editors of content for the sexual assault program area. They are consistent with rules and guidance outlined in the Associated Press Stylebook and reflective of Office of Military Community and Family Policy style and usage preferences.

Do:
· Write in gender-neutral terms.
· Write in relationship-neutral terms, such as “partner” or “couple.”
 
Do not:
· Make assumptions
· Tell people how they feel
· Tell people what they should, need to, must, ought, can’t or won’t do
· Tell people what they always or never do
  
 Preferred terms
 
	Preferred
	As opposed to

	victim
	survivor

	Victim advocate or advocacy
	victim advocate program

	perpetrator
	


 
Definitions:
 
· Rape — As defined by the Department of Justice, rape is the penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or oral penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim.

· Sexual Assault Prevention and Response program — The Sexual Assault Prevention and Response program establishes Department of Defense policies for the military departments and the DoD components to implement, worldwide. The program objective is an environment and military community intolerant of sexual assault.

· Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office — This office serves as the DoD’s single point of authority, accountability and oversight for the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response program, except for legal processes and criminal investigative matters that are the responsibility of the judge advocates general of the military departments and the inspector general, respectively.

· Sexual Assault Response Coordinator — The sexual assault response coordinator, or SARC, is the single point of contact at an installation or within a geographic area who oversees sexual assault awareness, prevention, and response training; coordinates medical treatment, including emergency care, for victims of sexual assault; and tracks the services provided to a victim of sexual assault from the initial report through final disposition and resolution. 

· Sexual assault — Sexual assault is intentional sexual contact characterized by use of force, threats, intimidation, or abuse of authority or when the victim does not or cannot consent. Sexual assault includes rape, forcible sodomy (oral or anal sex), and other unwanted sexual contact that is aggravated, abusive, or wrongful (including unwanted and inappropriate sexual contact) or attempts to commit these acts.

· Reporting options — Under DoD's confidentiality policy, service members who are victims of sexual assault have two reporting options — restricted reporting and unrestricted reporting. Military retirees, dependents and other civilian victims currently may use only unrestricted reporting. 
· The unrestricted reporting option is recommended for victims of sexual assault who desire medical treatment, counseling and an official investigation of the crime. 
· The restricted reporting option is for victims of sexual assault who wish to confidentially disclose the crime to specifically identified individuals without triggering the official investigative process. 

· Victim advocate — A victim advocate is a person who provides non-clinical crisis intervention, referral and ongoing non-clinical support to adult sexual assault victims. This support includes providing information on available options and resources to victims. The victim advocate, on behalf of the sexual assault victim, provides liaison assistance with other organizations and agencies on victim care matters and reports directly to the sexual assault response coordinator when performing victim advocacy duties. 
